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One Night in November 1is about the ritual suicide of Yukio
Mishima on 25th November, 1970.

Yukio Mishima (1923 - 1970) was a Japanese author and
nationalist. His real name was Kimitake Hiraoka. At around 1960,
Mishima became a political activist as he was disappointed with the
loss of the national spirit and traditional value in the post-WWII
Japan. 0On 25th November, 1970, Yukio committed traditional seppuku,
self-disembowelment by a short sword followed by decapitation with
a long sword at the hands of a trusted acquaintance, after a failed
coup attempt at a military base in Tokyo. Masakatsu Morita, who was
assigned the decapitation duty, failed to severe Mishima’s head.
After 3 attempts he allowed Hiroyasu Koga, another member of
Mishima’s militia, to behead Mishima. Soon after, Morita also
stabbed himself in the abdomen and was decapitated by Koga.

Mishima’s death is believed to have deeply affected his friend
and mentor, Nobel Prize winner author, Yasunari Kawabata (1899 -
1972) and eventually led to his controversial suicide in 1972. Some
of Kawabata’s family and friends held the belief that his death has
been accidental.



Performance key

General

1. as fast as possible

2. gradually getting faster

3. repeat the same pitch in (as many times as you wish) while gradually
getting faster

4. repeat the same pitch in (as many times as you wish) while gradually
getting faster before getting slower
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Flute

5. sustain note

6. sustain note with wide vibrato

7. pitchbend downwards (as much as possible)

8. pitchbend downwards (as much as possible)and fade to air sound

9. air sound, without pitch

10. Attack with much air

11. Jet whistle downwards

12. Jet whistle upwards then downwards

13. tongue ram

14. gradually getting into

15. TSU/KA/TTSU: Tongue with the respective syllable
(TTSU has a longer ‘T’ sound then TSU)

16. “H” = No tonguing, use the ‘H’ sound to produce tone

17. o.b. = overblow

18. f.t. = flutter tongue
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Performance key

Piano

19. play staccato and sustain with pedal (’'pluck’)
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